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1. CONTEXT
Nomadic people constitute an important part of the populations in the Sahel-Saharan space stretching from Mauritania to the Horn of Africa. They have been underrepresented in the political and socio-economic structures for a long time.

Despite the progress made  in terms of education, there are still strong disparities in the access and educational services delivery, especially between the nomadic people and the sedentary one.

Nevertheless, education is a fundamental right of every human being, a dear principle to the 1948 Universal Declaration of the Human Rights in its article 26.

This article disposes that ‘’ every human being has a right to education and that must be free at least as far as the elementary and fundamental education is concerned’’.

Paragraph 2 of article 26 specifies that ‘’education must aim to the full fulfillment of the human personality and to the strengthening of the Human Rights and Fundamental Liberties. It should allow comprehension, tolerance and friendship among all nations, all racial and religious groups, as well as the development the activities of the United Nations for keeping peace’’. 

According to that vision of the 1948 Universal Declaration of the Human Rights, the nomadic populations should also take advantage of school education.

It is within that framework that many meetings related to the child schooling in nomadic areas are held under the aegis of UNESCO in order to try to resolve that complex problem.

Thus, in 1989, it was organized and supported a conference at Conflans-Saint Honorine, France, a meeting during which the invited African countries, namely, Somalia, Mauritania, Niger, Chad, Mali, Kenya and Nigeria mentioned the different dispositions adopted in terms of education in nomadic areas.

That conference was followed by the meeting of Hamburg, Germany, in September 1990 and that held in October 1990 in Tanzania, in the context of the improvement of children’s schooling of nomadic populations.

Finally, the seminar of September 1995 held in Kaduna, Nigeria, which aimed, among other objectives, to examine the studies in their most pertinent cases, the definition of new trends, the study of the ways and the means that enable overcoming the main problems and challenges facing the nomadic people and education services.

To do this, the knowledge of the nomadic populations and their environment is and remains a compelling necessity to contribute efficiently to their education and the schooling of their children.

In Niger, from the colonial period to date, access to education for nomadic areas children has always been a matter of concern for the different leaders, the State and its partners. The school for nomadic people was created since October 1st, 1944 with the creation of the school in Arzerori in Madaoua. The creations of other schools also followed, namely at Kao (Tchintabaraden) in 1946, Maïlafia (Dakoro) in 1947, at Garin Marma (Tanout) in 1947; in Ingall, Tabelot and Iferouane (Agadez) in 1947 and at Azel (Agadez) in 1956. 

Since then, the schooling of the nomadic populations has experienced a significant evolution. Nevertheless, it has to regularly face critical school attendance problems due particularly to the parents’ reluctance, the lack and the inadequacy of the offer.

Nowadays, the Sahel-Saharan zone is subject to permanent turmoil and insecurity. Presently, it is in the centre of international concerns, because it has now become a threat for the stability of the States of the Region and for the international security.

This context, marked by the ‘’security’’ agenda, constitutes undeniably a hinder to the socio-economic development of the region, resulting, thus, into an almost generalized unemployment of the youth caused, among others, by the low education levels in all its dimensions. That is why it is important to take into account sustainable development in the Sahel-Saharan space as the first defense line against insecurity. 

Faced with the permanence of tensions and conflicts in the north of our country, the Nigerien authorities initiated the Strategy for the Nigerien Sahel-Saharan Areas Development and Security (SDS/SAHEL-NIGER). This is a concrete application of the President of the Republic’s commitment, contained in the Renaissance Programme, operationalized through the Prime Minister’s General Policy Statement.  It is a response to that phenomenon in order to actually put in place the triptych Peace – Security – Development.

It should be noted that in the centre of these issues of education is the crucial issue of its financing. Today, the Nigerien State invests ¼ of its budget in the educational system, but the needs are far from being satisfied because the problems of offering of an adequate education to the area still persist in Niger as well as in the other countries of Sahel-Saharan space. 

The Nigerien Government initiated a sectoral programme of education and training for the decade 2014-2024 with a large component: ‘’Educational Support to Nomadic Areas Children’’.

It is towards the materialization of this programme that the SE/SDS intends to organize, in collaboration with its partners ‘’a Regional Conference on the Issues of Education in Nomadic Areas in the Sahel-Saharan Space ‘’ in Niamey, Niger.

This conference will have the benefit of enabling all the actors, shareholders to the process to gather together in order to think together on the ways and means to ensure a quality education to children of nomadic zones.

2. OBJECTIVES 
2.1. General Objective

To define pertinent policies and strategies to ensure a quality formal and non formal elementary education to the whole population of the Sahel-Saharan zone.  

2.2. Specific Objectives 

Specifically, it is about to:

· Establish a diagnosis of the elementary formal and non formal education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space;

· To propose a model of development of the elementary formal and non formal education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space;

· To elaborate and make adopt a joint framework document on education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space;

·   To mobilize the resources for the financing of actions contained in the joint framework document on education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space, adopted by the conference.
3. EXPECTED RESULTS

At the end of the conference, it is expected the following results:

· A diagnosis of the situation of the formal and non formal education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space is established;

· A model of development of the elementary formal and non formal education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space is proposed;

· A joint framework document on formal and non-formal elementary education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space is elaborated and adopted by the States;

· Commitments are made for the mobilization of the resources for the funding of the actions contained in the joint framework document on Education in the nomadic areas of the Sahel- Saharan space are adopted by the conference.

4. THEMES AND THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE

The major themes of the Conference

· Nomadism, pastoral practices and articulation between the offer and the demand of schooling in the Sahel-Saharan space;

· The socio-cultural values of the area, the perception of the school and schooling in the pastoral and nomadic societies;

· Decentralization, organization and the financing of education in the Sahel-Saharan space;

· Historical evolution of the schooling strategies and their impact in the pastoral and/or nomadic spaces.

In Plenary Session
· Historical evolution of the formal and non education development of populations in nomadic areas in each country.

· Diagnosis of formal and non education policies and strategies of the populations of the nomadic areas in the Sahel-Saharan space;
In Workshop

Work in workshops must identify:
· The majors focuses of an increased regional cooperation on the issue of education in nomadic areas of the Sahel-Saharan space;

· The necessary reforms;

· The bottlenecks to be noted;

· Policies and strategies to be elaborated to be implemented, etc.

The subtitles of the workshops will focus on:

· The difficulties and the solutions of the education of the nomadic areas populations in the Sahel-Saharan space;

· The formal and non formal elementary education of girls in nomadic areas of the Sahel-Saharan zone;

· The financing and the cooperation in terms of child schooling in nomadic areas of the Sahel-Saharan space.

4.2. The Proceedings of the Conference

The conference will last four (04) days, from Monday, December 2nd to Thursday, December 5th, 2013 at the Congress Palace in Niamey. It will include plenary sessions and workshops followed by discussions in order to encourage an exchange of opinions and experiences.

It will have a technical dimension through a three-day scientific symposium regrouping the experts responsible of education issues and a political dimension through a one-day Ministers’ and Delegation Heads’ conference where a final document called the ‘’Niamey Commitment’’ and its roadmap prepared by the experts during the scientific symposium will be adopted by the Ministers and Delegation Heads, and a meeting with the present financial backers in the margins of that meeting, who will prepare and adopt a proclamation.

At the end of the Conference, a final communiqué and a general report will be elaborated, published and will enrich reflections and actions on education in nomadic areas of the Sahel-Saharan space. Commitments will be taken by the present partners concerning the financing and the technical support to be brought for the achievement of the considered actions. It will be finally put in place a follow-up mechanism of the recommendations of the meeting under the aegis of the States and their partners.

5. PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME

 The conference will be organized as follows:

5.1.  The Scientific Symposium from November 2 to December 4, 2013

Day 1: opining ceremony followed by the works in plenary sessions;

Day 2: work in workshops

Day 3: restitution of the work of workshops and plenary sessions, synthesis, proposition of the Niamey Commitment by the Ministers responsible of Education and the closing of the scientific symposium.

5.2. Conference of Education Ministers on December 5, 2013.

· Official Opining;

· Presentation and validation of the joint framework document on the schooling of children in nomadic areas of the Sahel-Saharan space;

· Adoption of the Niamey commitment by the Ministers responsible of Education or by their Representatives.
Meeting of the Technical and Financial Partners and the Adoption of a TFPs Declaration

Official Closing

LANGUAGES

The languages used during this conference are: French, Arabic and English.

ORGANIZATION 

The material organization of this conference is assured by the State of Niger through the SDS/SAHEL-NIGER Executive Secretariat.

As such, a committee of organization is put in place.

THE PARTICIPANTS

The Conference will gather participants of high level representing the CENSAD Governments, the Sahel-Saharan regions, national and international experts, the former Nigerien Ministers who had managed education departments, the elected representatives, chiefs and religious leaders, projects and programmes of the education sector, NGOs and the civil society, researchers and analysts, resource persons, Medias, regional, sub-regional and international organizations, donor and partner countries.

Communications Terms of Reference  

Two types of communications have been retained for the Conference: (i) communications of general scientific scope, presenting the issues in their economic, social and cultural dimensions, and (ii) communications related to schooling in each participant country to the Conference.

I. Communications of General Scientific Scope
· Contents

Up to now, the privileged approach in our different countries has consisted in focusing the strategy of schooling too restrictively on the development of the offer. From that perspective, the teachers’ recruitment and the establishment of the school infrastructure and equipments constitute the necessary conditions for ensuring schooling.

That approach, when analyzed, has limitations because the underlying hypothesis according to which there is a potential high demand in schooling is no more verified. In fact, despite the significant progress made these last years in terms of access and maintenance, namely in primary school teaching, there are great disparities in disfavor of girls and children of rural areas namely, those living in nomadic zones and dispersed habitats, reflected thus by the existence of an incomplete demand of schooling at the level of those target groups. Therefore, the principal schooling challenge for those children is in terms of posing the equation of the offer with the demand. That supposes taking into account the characteristics and the needs of the concerned populations in the organization of the education service. It is on that concern that the communications with general scientific scope will focus. They must analyze the socio-political, economic and cultural characteristics of the pastoral and /or nomadic communities. It will also analyze their perception and expectations of the school and will propose a mode of organization of the offer that can favour the children’s access and retention in the schools of those communities.

· Presentation Mode
The different communications will be in twenty pages at the maximum and will be transmitted to the secretariat of the conference 30 days before the date of the conference. The communication will be presented during the parallel workshops organized according to their themes.

· Major Retained Themes 
· Nomadism, pastoral practices and the articulation between the offer and the demand of schooling in Sahel-Saharan space;

· Socio-cultural values of the area, the perception of school and schooling in the nomadic and pastoral societies;

· Decentralization, organization and financing of education in the Sahel-Saharan space.

· Historical evolution of the schooling strategies and their impact on the pastoral and/or nomadic areas.

II. Sahel-Saharan Space Countries Communications
· Contents

The communications of the different participant countries will bear on the schooling of the pastoral and/or nomadic children at all the education levels. They should include all the aspects related to the access and retention in school (admission, participation, completion, etc.) with a particular focus on the gender dimension. These communications must in addition present the major constraints to the school access and retention of the children from those areas and the related strategies generated at the country level to stimulate the demand and to ensure retention.

· Mode of Presentation
For the need of translation, the communications of the different countries must reach the secretariat of the Conference a month before the date of the work. They will be presented during the plenary sessions.
· Duration of the Communications

The expected duration of the communications is thirty (30) minutes for each country.

All the communications must have a summary in the two of the retained working languages.

Communications should be sent to: colloque.nomadisme.227@gmail.com
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